Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-Sponsored by CM Love,  Carter, Boyer, Crescimbeni & Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2012-247
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE GARDEN CLUB OF JACKSONVILLE, INC. ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 90TH YEAR OF ENHANCING CITY SPACES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
horticulture, like architecture, literature, sculpture and historic texture, is one of the components that reflects the social and cultural fabric of a vibrant urban environment; flowers in bloom and handsomely arrayed trees add to a city’s beauty; and

WHEREAS,
upon her return from Europe and inspired by that continent’s gardens, Mrs. Arthur Cummer gathered a group of twenty friends in her Riverside home and on March 25, 1922 organized a garden club to create a more beautiful Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS,
the founders of the Garden Club of Jacksonville, Inc. envisioned a group of citizens dedicated to  promoting an interest in gardens, protecting wildflowers and native plants, and encouraging civic planting; and
WHEREAS,
in its early years, the Garden Club of Jacksonville was instrumental in preserving many of the city’s ancient live oak trees and with philanthropist Jessie Ball DuPont helped rescue the historic Treaty Oak for the benefit and enjoyment of the public; and

WHEREAS,
under the auspices of the Garden Club of Jacksonville, the first Flower Show took place in 1923 on Fisk Street between Riverside Avenue and the river; the following year, in 1924, the Garden Club of Jacksonville was one of the four clubs founding the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs; and
WHEREAS,
in 1948 land was acquired on Riverside Avenue for the permanent home for the Garden Club, a structure housing  an administrative office, library, ballroom and the site of horticulture and design lectures, demonstrations, exhibitions and plant and garden sales; and

WHEREAS,
because of its widely recognized work in enhancing city spaces, particularly in the creation and revitalization of city parks, in educating the young about the conservation and beautification of our environment,  its corroborative works with the St. Johns Riverkeeper, the Jacksonville Arboretum and Botanical Gardens, the Jacksonville Zoo, Tree Hill, schools, hospitals and nursing homes, the Garden Club of Jacksonville’s membership has grown to become the largest garden club in the nation and it is fitting that we recognize and honor their dedicated work at this historic juncture; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honoring and Commending.
The City Council does hereby honor and commend the Garden Club of Jacksonville, Inc. on the occasion of its 90th year of enhancing city spaces in the City of Jacksonville and extend our best wishes for continued successes in the years ahead.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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